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So the amendment was agreed to.
After some further time,
The Committee rose informally to re-

ceive a message from the President.
The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.

WALKER, assumed the Chair.

T109.15 MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Edwin
Thomas, one of his secretaries.

The Committee resumed its sitting;
and after some further time spent
therein,

T109.16 RECORDED VOTE

A recorded vote by electronic device
was ordered in the Committee of the
Whole on the following amendment
submitted by Mr. MARKEY:

Page 150, beginning on line 24, strike para-
graph (1) through line 17 on page 151 and in-
sert the following:

‘‘(1) NATIONAL AUDIENCE REACH LIMITA-
TIONS.—The Commission shall prohibit a per-
son or entity from obtaining any license if
such license would result in such person or
entity directly or indirectly owning, oper-
ating, controlling, or having a cognizable in-
terest in, television stations which have an
aggregate national audience reach exceeding
35 percent. Within 3 years after such date of
enactment, the Commission shall conduct a
study on the operation of this paragraph and
submit a report to the Congress on the devel-
opment of competition in the television mar-
ketplace and the need for any revisions to or
elimination of this paragraph.’’

Page 150, line 4, strike ‘‘(a) AMENDMENT.—
’’.

Page 150, line 9, after ‘‘section,’’ insert
‘‘and consistent with section 613(a) of this
Act,’’.

Page 154, strike lines 9 and 10.

It was decided in the Yeas ....... 228!affirmative ................... Nays ...... 195
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So the amendment was agreed to.
After some further time,

T109.18 RECORDED VOTE

A recorded vote by electronic device
was ordered in the Committee of the
Whole on the following substitute
amendment submitted by Mr. COBURN
for the amendment submitted by Mr.
MARKEY:

Substitute amendment submitted by
Mr. COBURN:

Page 157, after line 21, insert the following
new section (and redesignate the succeeding
sections and conform the table of contents
accordingly):
SEC. 304. FAMILY VIEWING EMPOWERMENT.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Television is pervasive in daily life and
exerts a powerful influence over the percep-
tions of viewers, especially children, con-
cerning the society in which we live.

(2) Children completing elementary school
have been exposed to 25 or more hours of tel-
evision per week and as many as 11 hours per
day.

(3) Children completing elementary school
have been exposed to an estimated average of
8,000 murders and 100,000 acts of violence on
television.

(4) Studies indicate that the exposure of
young children to such levels of violent pro-
gramming correlates to an increased tend-
ency toward and tolerance of violent and ag-
gressive behavior in later years.

(5) Studies also suggest that the depiction
of other material such as sexual conduct in
a cavalier and amoral context may under-
mine the ability of parents to instill in their
children responsible attitudes regarding such
activities.

(6) A significant relationship exists be-
tween exposure to television violence and
antisocial acts, including serious, violent
criminal offenses.

(7) Parents and other viewers are increas-
ingly demanding that they be empowered to
make and implement viewing choices for
themselves and their families.

(8) The public is becoming increasingly
aware of and concerned about objectionable
video programming content.

(9) The broadcast television industry and
other video programmers have a responsi-
bility to assess the impact of their work and
to understand the damage that comes from
the incessant, repetitive, mindless violence
and irresponsible content.

(10) The broadcast television industry and
other video programming distributors should

be committed to facilitating viewers’ access
to the information and capabilities required
to prevent the exposure of their children to
excessively violent and otherwise objection-
able and harmful video programming.

(11) The technology for implementing indi-
vidual viewing choices is rapidly advancing
and numerous options for viewer control are
or soon will be available in the marketplace
at affordable prices.

(12) There is a compelling national interest
in ensuring that parents are provided with
the information and capabilities required to
prevent the exposure of their children to ex-
cessively violent and otherwise objectionable
and harmful video programming.

(b) POLICY.—It is the policy of the United
States to—

(1) encourage broadcast television, cable,
satellite, syndication, other video program-
ming distributors, and relevant related in-
dustries (in consultation with appropriate
public interest groups and interested individ-
uals from the private sector) to—

(A) establish a technology fund to encour-
age television and electronics equipment
manufacturers to facilitate the development
of technology which would empower parents
to block programming they deem inappro-
priate for their children;

(B) report to the viewing public on the sta-
tus of the development of affordable, easy to
use blocking technology; and

(C) establish and promote effective proce-
dures, standards, systems, advisories, or
other mechanisms for ensuring that users
have easy and complete access to the infor-
mation necessary to effectively utilize
blocking technology; and

(2) evaluate whether, not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, in-
dustry-wide procedures, standards, systems
advisories, or other mechanisms established
by the broadcast television, cable satellite,
syndication, other video programming dis-
tribution, and relevant related industries—

(A) are informing viewers regarding their
options to utilize blocking technology; and

(B) encouraging the development of block-
ing technologies.

(c) GAO AUDIT.—
(1) AUDIT REQUIRED.—No later than 18

months after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Comptroller General shall sub-
mit to Congress an evaluation of—

(A) the proliferation of new and existing
blocking technology;

(B) the accessibility of information to em-
power viewing choices; and

(C) the consumer satisfaction with infor-
mation and technological solutions.

(2) CONTENTS OF EVALUATION.—The evalua-
tion shall—

(A) describe the blocking technology avail-
able to viewers including the costs thereof;
and

(B) assess the extent of consumer knowl-
edge and attitudes toward available blocking
technologies;

(3) describe steps taken by broadcast,
cable, satellite, syndication, and other video
programming distribution services to inform
the public and promote the availability of
viewer empowerment technologies, devices,
and techniques;

(4) evaluate the degree to which viewer em-
powerment technology is being utilized;

(5) assess consumer satisfaction with tech-
nological options; and

(6) evaluate consumer demand for informa-
tion and technological solutions.

Amendment submitted by Mr. MAR-
KEY:

Page 157, after line 21, insert the following
new section (and redesignate the succeeding
sections and conform the table of contents
accordingly):
SEC. 304. PARENTAL CHOICE IN TELEVISION

PROGRAMMING.
(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress makes the fol-

lowing findings:

(1) Television influences children’s percep-
tion of the values and behavior that are com-
mon and acceptable in society.

(2) Television station operators, cable tele-
vision system operators, and video program-
mers should follow practices in connection
with video programming that take into con-
sideration that television broadcast and
cable programming has established a unique-
ly pervasive presence in the lives of Amer-
ican children.

(3) The average American child is exposed
to 25 hours of television each week and some
children are exposed to as much as 11 hours
of television a day.

(4) Studies have shown that children ex-
posed to violent video programming at a
young age have a higher tendency for violent
and aggressive behavior later in life than
children not so exposed, and that children
exposed to violent video programming are
prone to assume that acts of violence are ac-
ceptable behavior.

(5) Children in the United States are, on
average, exposed to an estimated 8,000 mur-
ders and 100,000 acts of violence on television
by the time the child completes elementary
school.

(6) Studies indicate that children are af-
fected by the pervasiveness and casual treat-
ment of sexual material on television, erod-
ing the ability of parents to develop respon-
sible attitudes and behavior in their chil-
dren.

(7) Parents express grave concern over vio-
lent and sexual video programming and
strongly support technology that would give
them greater control to block video pro-
gramming in the home that they consider
harmful to their children.

(8) There is a compelling governmental in-
terest in empowering parents to limit the
negative influences of video programming
that is harmful to children.

(9) Providing parents with timely informa-
tion about the nature of upcoming video pro-
gramming and with the technological tools
that allow them easily to block violent, sex-
ual, or other programming that they believe
harmful to their children is the least restric-
tive and most narrowly tailored means of
achieving that compelling governmental in-
terest.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF TELEVISION RATING
CODE.—Section 303 of the Act (47 U.S.C. 303)
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(v) Prescribe—
‘‘(1) on the basis of recommendations from

an advisory committee established by the
Commission that is composed of parents, tel-
evision broadcasters, television program-
ming producers, cable operators, appropriate
public interest groups, and other interested
individuals from the private sector and that
is fairly balanced in terms of political affili-
ation, the points of view represented, and the
functions to be performed by the committee,
guidelines and recommended procedures for
the identification and rating of video pro-
gramming that contains sexual, violent, or
other indecent material about which parents
should be informed before it is displayed to
children, provided that nothing in this para-
graph shall be construed to authorize any
rating of video programming on the basis of
its political or religious content; and

‘‘(2) with respect to any video program-
ming that has been rated (whether or not in
accordance with the guidelines and rec-
ommendations prescribed under paragraph
(1)), rules requiring distributors of such
video programming to transmit such rating
to permit parents to block the display of
video programming that they have deter-
mined is inappropriate for their children.’’.
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